MATH 461 – Abstract Algebra – Winter 2017
Your Prof: James D. Harper, Ph.D.
My Phone: (963) 2402

Office: 107C Bouillon
e-mail: james.harper@cwu.edu

Canvas
You can find this syllabus & assignments, on my Canvas page. However, I will not be
posting midterm grades on Canvas – it is up to you to compute your grade using the
percentages given below.
Office Hours
Monday to Friday
And by appointment.

10:00 to 11:00

Text A First Course in Abstract Algebra, 7th edition by John B. Fraleigh
Syllabus Selections from Chapters I to III.
Grading System
Homework
30%
Homework will be assigned and collected on a regular basis and returned in a timely
manner. You will be allowed to redo three homework problems, except true-false. In this
case you have one week after the assignment is returned. Hand in the original HW with
your redo.
Extra credit is encouraged! See next page.
Your work will be read and commented on.
Midterm Exam
30%
We will have one midterm exam about the second week of February.
The date will be announced at least one week before the test. ☺
Final Exam
40%
The Final Exam will be in two parts: A take-home and an in-class.
The take-home will be handed out on Monday, March 6th and it will be due by noon
Monday, March 13.
The in-class will be on Tuesday, March 14 (π day) from Noon to 2:00
Both parts will be worth 20% of your grade.
Grading Scale
A: 92%
B: 82%
C: 72%
D: 62%
Note: A minus grade is “-3%” and a plus grade is “+3%”.
E.g., 79% is a B- and 85% is a B+.
School Holidays – No Class
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Presidents Day

Monday, January 16
Monday, February 20

Extra Credit
I will assign an occasional HW extra credit problem. You are invited, however, to choose a
non-routine problem from our textbook. In this case you will need to get approval from me as
to the worthiness of such a problem.
Homework Protocol
Ideally, homework should be done individually. However, your MATH 461 professor
understands the value of collaborative work or receiving help from someone other than yours
truly. All I ask of you is that you document those from whom you received assistance. In
these cases please write at the beginning of your homework paper:
(i) “I received help (assistance, hints) on problem(s)
from
.”
or
(ii) “ ‘Ethan’ and I worked together on problem(s)
.”
Homework Rules
Format
• Use 8.5′′ by 11′′ sheets of paper, one side only. Do not use paper from spiral
notebooks: I do not like tattered edges.
• Either print or type your work.
• Use one-inch margins on the left and right, top and bottom.
• You should have enough space that will allow me to comment on your work.
• State the problem you are solving, not merely, for example, “problem 5, page 36”.
You need to state all hypothesis’ and conditions pertinent to the particular problem.
In particular, anyone picking up your HW paper should be able to determine the
problem you are solving.
• Your paper should be neat, clear, well spaced and easy to read.
• If your problem requires a proof (“Prove that  ”, “Show that  ”) you begin by
writing “proof.” (underline, period) beneath the stated problem and left adjusted. If
your problem is primarily computational, use “Solution.”
Diction
In most cases writing down only a sequence of symbols and/or equations is not acceptable.
Your proof or solution is an essay that should convince the reader of the correctness of your
computations and the syllogism of your logic. Recall, essays are composed using complete
sentences. (Do not forget that a complete sentence begins with a capital letter and ends with
a period.) If you are working with an equation, make sure that you give an appropriate
prompt (e.g., “When we square both sides of this equation we see that”). The sentences used
in mathematics are statements: A statement is an unambiguous declarative sentence that is
either true or false, in particular, a statement has a subject, object and a verb.
Your Math Professor has a hearing disability
Your math prof has a hearing disorder, to be specific, he has an Auditory Processing
Disorder (APD). (You can look it up on Wikipedia.) The symptoms and spectrum for APD
are quite broad, however, for yours truly, the primary disorders are: (i) I can “hear” better in
my right ear than in my left ear, and, (ii) I have difficulty filtering out background noise.

